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On the first night of Hanukkah, Rabbi Judah has too much to do and too little time to do it. Before
the rabbi leaves to visit the emperor, he tells his housemaid Basha that she can ask the golem to
help. While the golem makes latkes, Basha decides to visit a friend. Basha is having so much fun
with her friend, she doesn’t realize that latkes are pouring out of the rabbi’s house, sending
people running! Will Rabbi Judah come up with a solution to control the golem before it’s too
late? Illustrated with lively acrylic on wood, the book also includes an Author’s Note about the
tale’s origins.

About the AuthorAuthor Eric A. Kimmel is well known for the tales he has retold from around the
world. Some of his best-known titles are Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins (a Caldecott Honor
book), Gershon’s Monster, Anansi and the Talking Melon, and The Runaway Tortilla. A former
professor of children’s literature, he lives in Portland, Oregon.Illustrator Aaron Jasinski's
paintings have shown across the United States and Europe. He also illustrates children’s books,
album covers, and creates electronic music. Jasinski lives in the state of Washington with his
wife and four children.From AudioFileReview*STARREDAges 5-8 The renowned Rabbi Judah
Loew of Prague and his mythical golem appear in this Hanukkah fairy tale inspired by The
Sorcerer s Apprentice and reminiscent of Tomie dePaola s Strega Nona. Rabbi Judah has much
to do but little time. When he must visit the emperor, he allows his new housemaid, Basha, the
assistance of the golem to clean the house and make latkes for the first night of the Rabbi s
Hanukkah party. Basha must direct the golem to stop his task by saying, Golem, enough. Basha,
however, is so impressed by the golem s effortless, incessant work she decides to visit a friend
while the golem continues to PEEL. CHOP. MIX. FRY. Hours later, a mountain of golden, crispy
latkes overtakes the city walls, proving that the golem indeed does have clay for brains ... [and]
doesn t know when to quit. As all Prague residents happily partake in the Hanukkah delicacy,
Basha wonders if a mountain of golem-baked hamantaschen can be possible for Purim.... Rich,
earthy-toned acrylic paints on wood panels bring this predictable yet amusing Old World yarn to
life with detailed brush strokes to invoke the mottling of the hand-molded clay giant or the silky
fur of the Rabbi s wide shtreimel hat. The golem, which could be frightening, here is painted with
a beatific smile and, despite his size, looks about as threatening as Gumby. Kimmel s storytelling
is effective in its use of suspense, humor, trope and repetition, making a fine read-aloud holiday
treat.Kirkus Reviews, September Issue --Kirkus Reviews, September Issue"...this lively picture
book blends the Jewish legend with the story of the Sorcerer s Apprentice..." --Booklist, October
Issue --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.Read more
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To Jacob, Emily, and Chloe—E.A.K.To my father. Thank you for challenging me todraw one
hundred hands when I was a kid.—A.J.The PJ Library is an international, award-winning
program created bythe Harold Grinspoon Foundation to support families on their
Jewishjourneys. To learn more about The PJ Library, visit www.pjlibrary.org.“The PJ Library” and
“The PJ Library Logo” are registered trademarksof the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. All rights
reserved.A Note from the Author Rabbi Judah Loew ben Bezalel of Prague (1525-1609) was
a prominent scholar and leaderof the Jewish community. Emperor Rudolf II was the ruler of the
Holy Roman Empire, whichincluded most of Central Europe, from 1576-1612. There are many
versions of the golem legend.The most famous describes how Rabbi Judah created the golem
out of clay to defend the Jewishcommunity in a time of danger. He brought the creature to life
with kabbalistic rituals andincantations. Two children’s books retell the original story: Golem
by David Wisniewski andThe Golem: A Version by Barbara Rogasky. My story was inspired by
the original legend, but also by the old tale The Sorcerer’s Apprentice.Latkes are potato
pancakes traditionally served during Hanukkah. Hamantaschen are three-cornered pastries
filled with jam or poppy seeds and served during Purim, the next important
Jewish holiday after Hanukkah.The magic word on the golem’s forehead is emet, the Hebrew
word for truth (ALEF-MEM-TOF).—E.A.K.
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Rabbi Judah of Prague once took a great lump ofclay and molded it into the shape of a giant
man. He wrote a magicword on the creature’s forehead. The giant came to life.

Rabbi Judah called his giant GOLEM, which means LUMP. Thegolem could not speak, but it
could do many other things: dig,hammer, nail, paint, plaster, and cook. It could plant a
garden,wash clothes, and dry and iron them. The golem could dowhatever anyone asked it to
do, and do it well. There was just one problem. The golem did not know whento stop. It would
keep working and working and working untilsomeone cried, “Golem, enough!”

One winter’s day Rabbi Judah found himselfwith much to do and little time to do it. Thefirst
night of Hanukkah would arrive thatevening. He needed to show Basha, his newhousemaid, how
to prepare for the holiday. Thenhe had to leave at once to meet with EmperorRudolf at the Royal
Palace. Rabbi Judah told Basha, “You’ll sweep, dust,and mop the floor. When that’s done,
startmaking latkes. I am expecting a lot of guests tonight.We’ll need plenty of latkes to feed
them.”
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Tim Volkov, “Could be better. Okayish account of your average day in Prague, where a rabby
worth too a complicated name to be bothered creates a golem who is a charmer but has one
giant of a flaw”

Suzanne K. Goldstein, “It's fun to read and teaches some good lessons. At last - a golem that
doesn't scare the heck out of kids! This is a delightful book. It's fun to read and teaches some
good lessons, too. I read it to a group of young children (none of whom are Jewish), and they
loved the story.”

Garrulous Expat, “Humorous and good for learning new (Yiddish. This is a pleasant little story.
I've been surprised at how much my 6 year old likes it. The author combines a traditional story
of a rabi from a slavic country who is able to create a servant out of a lump of clay with the basic
story line from "The Sorcerer's Apprentice". Humorous and good for learning new (Yiddish?
Hebrew?) words (such as "Golem", "Latke", and "Hamantaschen").”

avid reader U.S., “Golem is a helper. Cute story for young children and the golem does not
appear frightening as in some stories I have read.”

SD Teacher, “Interesting story. Interesting perspective...it was a  fun story to read and share.”

Eleanor Tandowsky, “The Golem's Latkes. I purchased this title for our Sunday School students
because I'm always looking for new Jewish holiday stories to read aloud and check out from our
synagogue library. It was a hit with both the youngest students and the middle graders (some of
whom had seen "The Sorcerer's Apprentice" in the film Fantasia and thus connected the two
stories). The book is also a vehicle for relating the Golem legend to younger children.It was
checked out before the morning classes were over--always a sign that the book will be read
again.  Now I have to be certain it's returned so the next in line can get it!”

mike gracie, “Four Stars. A++”

The book by Eric A. Kimmel has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 47 people have provided feedback.
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